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attended, last year, 4,000, and we
continue to grow,º he reports. 

ªThis fair, the festivals, Hal-
loween and Christmas parades all
give Phoenixville the small town
flavor that people crave,º adds Bob
Ryan. ªI love to watch folks carry-
ing folding chairs teem out of
houses and head for concerts in
Reeves Park. These are Norman
Rockwell moments that so color
the town.º

THE RENAISSANCE RUNS
THROUGH IT

Born in Foggia, Italy, Emmanuel
DeMutis emigrated to Phoenixville at
the turn of the 20th century. After a
few years as a quarry worker, he
opened a barber shop in the heart of
town. His son and namesake became a
developer, and grandson Manny fol-
lowed suit. ªAll my life, I heard tales
of glory days in Phoenixville,º recalls
the youngest DeMutis. ªI could only
imagine how alive it was. But it is in
the center of everywhere,º he pro-
claims. 

Jeremy Wasserman and his wife
chose the town for that very reason
when she got a job in King of Prussia.
Formerly residents of Bergen County,
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New Jersey, Wasserman, who owns
Prestige Chocolates, saw a definite rise
in business. ªIt's an entirely new mar-
ket for artisan handmade chocolate,
and sales have nearly tripled since we
came to Phoenixville,º he says. 

DeMutis is a catalyst for much of
the renaissance. Focusing on the
town's strengths, he bought aban-
doned buildings on Bridge Street that
no one wanted and restored them
himself. ªI followed a Stanley Home
Repair Guide and did all the work by
hand.º His efforts paid off, and the
phantom phoenix literally rose from
the ashes. As early as 2004, hundreds
of prospective buyers camped out for
two days to buy new townhomes in
the community. Downtown enter-
prise followed. ªThe live, work and
play lifestyle that embodies new resi-

dents fuels the town,º says Joseph
Scott McArdle, marketing specialist
with Prudential Fox & Roach,
REALTORS! who works with the
developer. 

Restaurants and shops, including
101 Bridge, Molly Maguire's Irish
Restaurant & Pub, The Fenix and Jus-
tice Center are among many DeMutis
revitalization projects. ªI, along with a
few other people and organizations
believed in a dream when no one else
did,º insists the visionary. ªI get credit
for a lot of things I didn't do. I am a ser-
vant leader, and the renaissance is a
team effort. Barry Cassidy is instru-
mental because he effectuated change
and put a plan in force. We have a
tremendous responsibility to those who
never lost faith. Keeping our promises
is tantamount to future success.º
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Other latter day Phoenixville pio-
neers are Dave Chawaga and Steve Fried-
man, owners of Legacy Property Group.
They report 100 percent occupancy for
their properties that include Scarlet Bego-
nias, Diving Cat Studio and Gallery, two
residential buildings and Armadillo Book
Company. The company recently reno-
vated the old District Court building now
occupied by Phoenix Cycles and The
Potomac Bead Company. 

ªPhoenixville is an authentic
1870s steel town,º says Chawaga,
ªand its rebirth is enticing young pro-
fessionals. There is a dramatic differ-
ence in downtown since we got
involved in restoration eight years ago
when retail spaces were used for self-
storage.º

ªThis is an up and coming town,º
observes Dave Peltzman, one of the
owners of Armadillo Book Company.

ªStreet commerce is good, and the
quantity of small, privately owned
stores is unusual.º 

A classic example of Peltzman's
observation is Jaworski's Music Centre.
Founded in 1958 by Paul and Angela
Jaworski, this Bridge Street mainstay is
the pride and joy of Ken Beard whom
mentored with Paul and Angela for
many years as he developed his musical
prowess and entrepreneurial skills.

Another such establishment that
drives Phoenixville's business com-
merce is Diving Cat Studio and
Gallery, which specializes in hand-
made art, clothes and jewelry. Owner
Markels Roberts says she encountered
greater success than expected. ªWhen
people walk in for the first time, they
say wow" Phoenixville is really chang-
ing for the better. In tough times, we
tend to gravitate toward products that
embody the spirit of the people creat-
ing them. This can be said of our little
town, as well.º

Goodavage Drapery opened long
before that spirit took hold. ªW e've
been here for 26 years,º says Ed Goo-
davage, and have succeeded because of
a strong wholesale base. With the
transition, we are definitely getting
more retail traffic. There's a whole
new youthful energy that wasn't here
before.º

Debbie Pekala, owner of Roman-
tic Jewelers, loves that energy. ªI was
in West Chester and the turnaround in
Phoenixville is exciting. The only way
we can go is up,º she exclaims. Connie
Woods, owner of The Potomac Bead
Company, concurs. ªThere's an
incomparable artsy vibe here. We just
opened, and our first weeks have been
extraordinary. I feel we're on the
ground floor of something very big.º

Other new businesses are equally
pleased. Phoenix Cycles co-owner
Chet Ritchie moved from a 200-year-
old barn and gained immediate 
visibility. ªYou have all these people
coming to town for dinner, and many
wander in who are impressed with our
concept bike shop.º A short walk
away is The Handcrafted Cookie
Company owned by Chad and
Theresa Williams. ªWe fell in love
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with Phoenixville, and chose it to start
a business,º says Theresa. ªPeople
have warmly received our all natural
varieties and pre-portioned mixes.
We're already thinking about expand-
ing to offer wholesale.º

Chad and Theresa are not alone in
their falling-in-love with Phoenixville.
One evening while visiting Phoenix-
ville in its entire holiday glimmer,
Lucia Reynolds became enamored by
the borough's quaintness, architecture
and captivating spirit. Today, Lucia
and husband Rodger are the energy
behind Bridge Street's Fashionista's
Salon & Spa.

Master artist Charles Kern opened
Natural Creations in May and quickly
felt at home in Phoenixville. His
sculpted indoor fountains blend water,
stone and soothing sounds, adding
beauty and serenity to home and
office.

In contrast to Phoenixville's steel
heritage, the borough's renaissance
includes a growing services base.

Examples are AdminService and
Sphere College. AdminService pro-
vides a wide range of services (finan-
cial analysis, mentoring and training,
IT and website design, marketing, HR,
and bookkeeping) to independent
schools, non-profits, health care
organizations and small businesses.
Sphere College, a start-up educational
organization headed by Richard Lis-
ton, largely models the principles and
mission of Black Mountain College. 

And, Phoenixville is home to
many family-owned businesses not
unlike Dilworth's Custom Design
where pride in community roots, fam-
ily, clients and employees is para-
mount. For years, Dilworth has set the
standard for business integrity and
craftsmanship in custom design of
kitchens and baths and home remodel-
ing.

A major factor in the renaissance
is the Phoenixville Foundry. It char-
acterizes the historical significance of
steel industry roots and brings a

sophisticated event venue to Chester
County. PAEDCO sold the property
to The Hankin Group and transfor-
mation is testament to grand origins
of its past. With 18,000 square feet
of flexible state-of-the-art space, the
magnificent building easily accom-
modates formal weddings, corporate
conferences, fundraising dinner
dances, graduations, proms and cul-
tural events. Robert Ryan Catering
caters sumptuous food and provides
services for many of these affairs.
Ryan reports that the spaciousness of
the Foundry venue allows him to
bring back nonprofit and corporate
clients that outgrew Columbia Sta-
tion. 

The Schuylkill River Heritage
Center, which makes up 1,500
square feet of the Phoenixville
Foundry, provides the chance to
gather around a historic timber Jib
crane for cocktails. An artifact col-
lection and photo gallery highlights
an industrial legacy.
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ªWith its completion, the
Phoenixville Foundry is our town's
center,º says Bob Tomasso, facility
and events director. ªBefore,
Phoenixville wasn't ready for such
an impressive facility, and now it
is. We've already held a fundraiser
for Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
that raised about $188,000, two
weddings, Chester County Eco-
nomic Development Council's
annual dinner and have healthy
Saturday bookings. It's a new era,
and changes made in the last seven
years are nothing short of remark-
able.º

POWERED BY THE PEOPLE
A nexus for much of this

remarkable transition is Associa-
tion for the Colonial Theatre
(ACT). Mary Foote, executive
director, joined a group of volun-
teers determined to purchase the
vintage movie house from
PAEDCO. ªThat organization
was primarily interested in historic
preservation, but we wanted to re-
open the Colonial and show fabu-
lous films. We initiated a capital
campaign and through the gen-
erosity and hard work of people

like Ken and Moira Mumma, Dick
Kunsch, Jennifer Killeen and Steve
Procter, we raised restoration money.
In 1999, Run Lola Run inaugurated
the theatre to an audience of 200.
That first year, more than 8,000 peo-
ple attended screenings of first run and
classic films.º

Since then, the Colonial's fa#ade
and marquee were restored to circa
1950s style, new seats were installed
and restrooms added. A 1,500-pipe
Wurlitzer organ will soon astound vis-
itors who come for movies and live
performances. Although the annual

Right:  In 1998, Bob Ryan refurbished the
landmark Columbia Station depot inside
and out and unveiled Robert Ryan 
Catering.
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BlobFest and reenactment of the
famous running out of the theatre
scene is achieving national promi-
nence, the Colonial is much more.
ªPhoenixville will never be a steel city
again,º says Foote, ªbut it offers so
many pieces of the past to work with,
and our wonderful theatre is a robust
anchor.º

Phoenixville Area Business Associ-
ation (PABA) that dates to 1958
emerged with reanimated vigor last
year. ªWe had no real identity,º
explains Jane Tucker, president.
ªWe've come a long way in eight
months. Our re-designed website pro-
motes Phoenixville and signature
events bring hundreds of people to
town. Flower Power Music Festival,
Historic Inns of Phoenixville Dinner
and Tour and the Dogwood Festival

have taken off. We anticipate a great
reception for Arts Stroll and Restau-
rant Week this fall. We are well on our
way to positioning Phoenixville as a
key destination point.º

The pluck of PAEDCO can't go
unnoticed. Under the leadership of
executive director Barbara Cohen, a
barren lot blooms as Renaissance Park
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continued on page 45

Right:  A favorite of beer aficionados for many
years, with locations in Phoenixville and Royers-
ford, is Sly Fox Brewhouse & Eatery, acclaimed
throughout the area for its versatile menu.


